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Purpose of Report

This report presents a plan for the installation of a central sewer system (aka a “municipal” system) in the
subdivision areas known as Killearn Lakes Units 1, [T and 1V. The residents in this area are currently
served with septic tanks which have demonstrated a phenomenal failure rate and the residents have
appealed to County Government for assistance. It is also known that other areas of Leon County are
similarly plagued by septic system failure and other operating deficiencies. These areas include the
Woodville area, the Harbinwood area on the west shore of Lake Jackson and the Centerville Trace
subdivision. These latter two areas have been identified in the Comprehensive Plan as areas where
existing septic systems should be replaced with central systems. This report is intended to serve as a
model for how a central system can be installed in those other areas as well.

Background

Leon County, like many Florida counties, has historically allowed land to be developed and occupiéd
using septic systems. Leon County continues to allow such development in areas where central sewer is
not available. Because the science associated with septic systems is well established and regulated. the

vast majority of these developments have been successful and there is no known reason to terminate the
practice.

Killearn Lakes, in its early stages of development and its original planning, intended to provide a central
sewer system as a part of the development. However, at or about this same time, the Florida Legislature
passed legislation allowing lots as small as one quarter acre and which are supplied by a central water
system to be developed using septic tanks. The Killearn Lakes area met the new criteria and the
development was converted to one based on septic tanks.

Within a very few years, however - and once the development became occupied with residences using
septic tanks, rampant failure of those septic systems was observed. The local and state environmental
agencies combined forces to study the problem in hopes of finding a solution. The results of that study
effort was that, although the soil conditions that exist in the Killearn Lakes area meets all of the typical
criteria for successful septic tank operation, they did not behave as such soils do in other areas. The
study documented the fact that higher than usual water tables are typical in the area. That condition
alone is sufficient to prevent proper septic tank operation. As a result of these findings, the County
directed that there should be no further development of septic tank dependent homes in the area unless it
can be documented that there will be no adverse impacts on existing septic facilities in the area. That
direction brought new construction in the area to a virtual standstill for many years.

In recent years, however, developers have teamed with local consulting engineers to develop plans for
residential construction that appeared to meet the criteria set forth by the County. These plans provided
for ratsed septic systems on newly developed lots, and provided for drainage improvements that the
engineers certified would not cause adverse impacts to existing development. Coincidental with the new
development on these lots, Leon County began to receive more normal rainfalls, ending a drought
condition that has lasted for 4 or 5 years. And new septic tank failures began to be reported with
increasing frequency, resulting in the crisis condition now facing Leon County.

Two-Thirds Program for Utilities

In the 1980's Leon County worked with the Florida Legislature to have laws placed on the books
allowing the County to offer the Two-Thirds Program to its citizens. The County established in its Code
provisions for such programs in two places - one is in Chapter 16 of the Code and provides for Roads and
Stormwater, the other is in Chapter 18 and provides for Water and Sewer (see attachment). This

provision in County Code provides the means by which Leon County can respond to the needs of the
citizens and assist them in those matters.
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In summary. the Two-Thirds Program provides that citizens wishing to have improvements made can
petition the County. asking that the County provide the improvements and agreeing that the citizens will
pay for the cost of those improvements. The County will provide the citizens with the service of
planning. design and construction of the improvements. Once completed, the County then obtains long
term financing for the project costs, allowing the citizens to repay those costs over a sufficient period of
time that will render the project affordable to them. Attached is a detailed analysis of the Two-Thirds
process for additional reference.

The Two-Thirds Program is referred to by that name because the law stipulates that if a two-thirds
majority votes in favor of the action, the ALL of the effected residents must participate. Unfortunately,
almost every project that the County has done has had those who were not in favor of the project. but are
obligated to thousands of dollars in cost as a resuit, who have opposed the project every step of the way.
In spite of this condition, however, the County has been quite successful in bringing needed
improvements to areas all over the county.

On the assumption that at least 66% of the effected Killearn Lakes homeowners are willing to pay a
reasonable amount for the sewer improvements, the process is in place for a County response to the
current septic system crisis. Given the circumstances, it would appear reasonable that Leon County
would join forces with the Killearn Lakes HOA to spearhead a petition drive so that the County can
address the issue without undue process.

The success of a petition drive will be largely dependent upon the presentation of cost information at this
stage of project development. It has been the experience of the County that the most important factor in a
successful Two-Thirds Project has been the initial project cost information provided to the interested
citizens. I[f that number is too high, they will lose interest quickly. If the number is too low, they become
involved and then are bitterly disappointed when actual costs exceed the initial projections.
Unfortunately, at the time of a petition drive the costs are always approximations such as is presented in
this report. Citizens must be informed early that the Two-Thirds Program provides that the citizens

should pay all of the cost, regardless, and that those costs will not be known for sure until project
completion.

Based on public discussions of recent days, some County officials have proposed that the County will
contribute to the cost of a Killearn Lakes central sewer system project. The Two-Thirds Program has no
prohibitions to that action and actually provides the vehicle for it. A Two-Thirds Project, once accepted,

becomes a part of the County’s Capital Improvements Budget and, as such, is available for funding
through the budget process.

It is staff’s opinion that County participation in the funding of this project would be well justified from
the viewpoint of environmental issues and from the viewpoint of health and safety issues for its citizens.
It is, however, for the Board to make the determination if it will participate in funding and, if so, to what
extent. Any statements in this report regarding County participation in project cost are presented for
example only, to provide reference data for the Board’s use in that decision process.

Project Costs

Project costs for a proposed Killearn Lakes Units 1, I and [V Two-Thirds Sewer Project (KLTTSP) are
greatly dependent on the type of facilities to be constructed, the treatment facilities to be used and the
disposal facilities necessary for the project, and there are several options. These options also differ
greatly in their function and convenience to the user as well as to the utility service provider.
Accordingly, some discussion of the differences between the types of systems is in order before cost data
can be projected. It is also to be noted that the quality of the service and system being offered will
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significantly impact the success of a petition drive.

It must be understood that all cost figures presented herein are based on average costs from other
projects. This cost information was provided by Talquin Electric Cooperative by letter dated June 10,
2003 (copy attached).

Collection System

There are essentially three options for providing sewer service to the KLTTSP. All options depend on
the same treatment and disposal process, the differences lying in how the sewerage is collected from the
individual homes and transported to the treatment facilities. This collection system is the part of the
system that is constructed within the residential areas. The options for sewerage collection are discussed
as follows:

Conventional Gravity Collection System - This is the type service used predominantly in most
municipalities today. Sewer mains (8 inch to 21 inch pipes) are laid at a grade that allows them
to drain to pumping stations by gravity. Homes counect with gravity services that function based
on gravity’s pull. Pumping stations lift the sewerage through pressure mains to a treatment
facility. Typically, gravity systems are laid down the middle of a roadway and will vary in depth
from 4 to over 20 feet. When installed in a residential area prior to roadway construction and
other utility installations, it can be quite cost effective. However, installing such a system as a
retrofit - after the roads and utilities are in place - can be very expensive because the cost of the
sewer then comes to include the cost of rebuilding the roads and other utilities. h

It is to be expected that the cost to construct a conventional gravity sewer system for the
KLTTSP, assuming 1500 lots at $8,000 per lot would be $12,000,000.

Low Pressure Sewer System - This is the type of service used when gravity sewer is not available
but there is reasonable expectation that gravity sewer may be available in the future. As such, it
should be considered to be a temporary solution. The system consists of small mains (3 to 4
inch) laid along the edge of road at a depth of about 3 to 4 feet. Each home using the system
must have a septic tank into which a grinder pump is installed with a three inch flexible pipe that
connects from the pump to the “main” in the street. The pump grinds up the sewerage and
pumps it into the pipe at the street. The combined pumping action pushed the sewerage along the
roadside pipe to a larger pump station where it is transferred to a treatment facility as does the
gravity system. This type of system is independent of ground topography because it does not
depend on gravity to function, and is less damaging to streets because of the small, shallow
trench it requires. The major drawbacks, however, are that the homeowners must maintain a

.. septic tank (no drainfield), must pay the electric bill for the pump and must maintain and/or
replace the grinder pump which can cost several thousand dollars in and of itself.

[t is to be expected that the cost to construct a low pressure sewer system for the KLTTSP,
assuming 1500 lots at $5,000 per lot would be $7,500,000. The bulk of this cost is the cost of the
grinder pump that each homeowner would provide and replace every 3 to 5 years.

Vacuum Sewer System - This type of service is most often used to establish municipal level sewer
service to homeowners in areas where gravity sewer is not feasible, such as low lying areas or
retrofit projects. The system is similar to the Low Pressure system in that the mains are 3 to 4
inch diameter placed 3 to 4 feet below ground along the road edge. The differences are that the
service connection consists of a “pot” placed at a lot corner that a homeowner can connect to
with a gravity pipe as in the gravity system service. The utility owns and maintains the “pot” and
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the equipment that brings the sewerage into the collection system. The utility also owns and
maintains the vacuum system that causes the sewerage to be drawn to central locations for
transfer to a treatment facility. Homeowners may abandon their septic tanks when connected to
this type of service as it is no longer necessary. This type of system has been in use for over 30
years in America. Several municipalities in Florida are using, or plan to use, this type of system
including Sarasota, Florida and St. Joe/Arvida for the Summer Camp project. 1t must be noted.
however, that this type of system would create a need for a new type of operation and

maintenance program to the utility that would operate it, and the support of the utility in its use is
essential.

It is to be expected that the cost to construct a vacuum sewer system for the KLTTSP, assuming
1500 lots at $4,000 per lot would be $6,000,000

-

Treatment and Disposal Costs

The collected sewerage must be transferred to an approved sewage treatment facility to be processed
before it can be disposed of at an approved disposal facility. There are two utility providers available for
consideration to the KLTTSP, Talquin Electric Cooperative and the City of Tallahassee.

Talguin Electric Cooperative - Talquin officials advise that they believe that they can expand
their existing treatment facility and associated appurtenances to accommodate the flows from the
KLTTSP without significant difficulty. They have indicated that they would need to find and
develop a location for disposal. Their current “system fee” of $3,500 is intended to provide for
these types of cost, and they advise that it should be sufficient for this project.

Accordingly, the cost for treatment and disposal by Talquin for 1500 lots would be $5.250,000.

City of Tallahassee - City officials have not been contacted directly concerning the KLTTSP
because it appears that Talquin is the obvious provider due to their holding the water service
franchise for the area in question. It is known, however, that the City has existing treatment
capacity that exceeds the needs of this project and that, if additional disposal is required, their
Tram Road Sprayﬁeld can be expanded to accommodate that need. The City also uses a “system
fee” concept to cover the costs of treatment and disposal. Their current fee is not known at this
time, but is believed to be at least $3,500 and may exceed $4,000.

Accordingly, the cost for treatment and disposal by the City would equal or exceed Talquin’s
cost.

A Combined Alternative - Staff have not broached this issue with either utility, but it is possible
that, if Talquin had difficulty in developing their own treatment and disposal facilities, it may be
possible for Talquin to serve as the primary utility provider and contract with the City of
Tallahassee to send the sewerage to the City’s treatment system at bulk rates. Talquin would
probably need to establish special billing rates for the KLTTSP in such an arrangement,
however, due to the costs of treatment and disposal not being within their control.

I is to be expected that this arrangement would cost more than if Talquin were to be the sole
provider, but the extent of additional cost is not known at this time.

It should be noted that, for the County to be able to finance the costs for the homeowners, the County
will have to pay directly for the cost of developing treatment and disposal to either provider. However,
that payment may result in lesser cost due to bulk rates and the County’s then being in a position to
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participate in the cost and construction of any improvements so paid for.

Connection Costs to Homeowners

Assuming a conventional collection system is used, each homeowners connecting to the new system will
have personal costs to make that connection. These are addressed as follows:

Abundonment of Septic System - The existing septic systems cannot be left in ptace. They
become a health and safety hazard when improperly abandoned. The typical requirement is that
the septic tank be pumped out, the lid be removed or broken in and the tank then filled with sand

or earth. The drainfield can be left in place. The costs associated with this tasks can run from
$500 to $750 per homeowner.

Connection to New System - to connect to the new system , a homeowner must hire a plumber to
run a service pipe from their home to the service connection at the street. If the service
connection is on the same side of the house as the septic tank, this is not a great cost issue. 1f
they are not on the same side, the service pipe must be run around the house and becomes more
expensive. Typically, the service connection will be on the low side of the property which is
where the septic tank would be located, but there will be many variations in Killearn Lakes. The
costs associated with connection can run from $500 to $1,000.

Since the County cannot pay for construction activities on private property, these costs must be borne by
the homeowners. However, staff has had experience with similar situations in other communities and
there is an opportunity for the County to assist in this cost. The County could set aside a portion of
project funds to “rebate™ homeowners who show documentation that they have connected to the new
system. The homeowners could then receive a preset amount of money as repayment for their connection
costs. An amount in the range of $1,000 would probably be appropriate. This rebate program would
have a finite life on the order of one year. People connecting after one year would not be eligible for the
rebate. For 1500 lots and a one year limit, the County could set aside $1,000,000 for rebates and include
this amount in the project costs (assuming that not all 1500 lots will connect in the first year).

Cost Summary
Based on the above discussion the total project cost information can be summarized as follows:

Cost [tem Gravity Low Vacuum
Pressure
Collection System $12,000,000 $7.500,000 $6,000,000
Treatment and Disposal 5.250,000 5,250,000 5,250,000
Connection Costs 1.000,000 1.000,000 1,000,000
Total Cost $18.250,000 | $13,750,000 | $12,250,000
Cost per Lot $12,170 $9,170 $7,900
15 year Annual cost (w/o interest) $811 3611 $527

{Cost Participation - Each $1,500.000 contributed to the project costs will reduce the cost to homeowners by $1.000.)

Staff is unable, at this time, to provide comment on the impacts to the project if the County or others
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contribute to the project cost. On advice as to the particulars of that action, this report can be updated or
revised. Consideration should be given, however, to the fact that $7.900 is the amount any customer of
Talquin or the City might have to pay to connect to their sewer system. As additional contributions are
considered, equity should be kept in mind. But staff believes that additional contributions are justifiable
due to the fact that these homeowners have paid for septic systems that have failed before their normal
life expectancy and also the fact that the current situation is potentially harmful to the environment and
the human population in the area. [t should also be noted that new lot developments do not have the
same investment in the problem as existing homeowners do. In fact, new fot septic systems lately have
been costing up to $15,000, so new lot development at a cost of $7,900 would be a bargain.

Implementation

Implementation of a two-thirds project for this Killearn Lakes area could begin immediately and without
Board action. At present, the citizens have the right to ask and need to be informed of that right. Ifthe
County intends to make significant contributions, however, to the cost of the project. the Board may want
to consider taking that action prior to initiating the petition drive. If it were to proceed starting
immediately, without Board action, the steps in the project would be as follows:

Petition Drive.
The Killearn Lakes HOA could take the lead in a drive to get homeowners to formally place the issue
before the Board. County staff can assist by providing petition forms and attending public meetings
and other events to provide the information the people will need to make an informed decision. The
cost information presented herein, or as modified by additional research, would be the information

given to the public. Throughout the petition drive the public should be advised that the cost
information is subject to change.

Public Hearing
When the petition is complete and has been verified by staff, staff would schedule a Public Hearing

for the Board to consider the petition and authorize the project. The Board could make a
determination at that time as to any cost participation it might share in.

Joint Project Agreement

If the project is approved, staff would work with the designated utility provider to draft a Joint

Project Agreement through which the County and the Utility Provider would design and construct the
project.

Design and Construction
These elements would continue with periodic reports to the Board and also public meetings to keep
the citizens informed of the progress of the work and any cost revisions. It is assumed at this time

that the County would have lead responsibility for design and construction with the input of the
utility provider.

Public Hearing
On completion of construction, the County would hold a Public Hearing to review all costs
associated and to assess the homeowners for their portion of those costs. The Board would
determine the length of time that they would allow these costs to be financed. The Board would

convey ownership of the completed system to the utility provider for perpetual maintenance and
operation.
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4 TALQUIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

Post Office Box 1679 1640 West Jefferson Street
Quincy, Florida Quincy, Florida
32353-1679 32351-5679
Quincy: (850) 627-7651 Tallahassee: (850) 878-4414
June 10, 2003

Mr. Joseph L. Brown, III, PE
Director of Engineering Services
Leon County Public Works
2280 Miccosukee Road
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Reference:  Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2
Evaluation of Potential for Central Sewer System

Dear Mr. Brown:

This letter is sent in response to your letter dated April 3, 2003, regarding the potential for serving
Killearn Lakes Unit 1 and 2 with a sanitary sewer system.

You are correct that this concept was previously addressed and thought to be too expensive for the
property owners to afford. The installation cost of the collection system alone will be such that the
existing homeowners; especially those that have no problems with their onsite systems; will think twice
before investing. Add to that the cost to expand the plant for treatment and disposal, the costs become
almost insurmountable. Iam happy to hear the County is interested in participating by helping to fund
part of the project if the contribution is reasonable and feasible.

We have made some preliminary investigations into this area needing a central sewer system. For the
sake of this discussion, we have assumed that Killearn Lakes Unit 1 is comprised of that area between
Deerlake Road to the north, Tekesta Road to the west, Bannerman Road to the South, and Kinhega Road
to the East. Killearn Lakes Unit 2 includes the area west of Tekesta, south of Deerlake Road and
Whitehead Plantation, east of Bull Headley Road and north of Bannerman Road. A map is attached to
show these boundaries.

As best we can determine from recent County planimetric maps of the area, the number of parcels and
the developed status is approximately as follows:

Killearn Lakes Unit 1 Developed lots — 450
: Undeveloped lots — 250

Killearn Lakes Unit 2 Developed lots — 460
Undeveloped lots — 60

Totals Developed lots — 910
Undeveloped lots - 310
Total number of lots — 1,220 31

Serving Gadsden, Leon, Liberty And Wakulla Counties, Florida
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A more thorough investigation with current data may show the number of undeveloped lots to be
slightly less and the number of developed lots to be slightly more.

To get an understanding of the basic sanitary sewer installation costs, we reviewed several developments
built over the past several years. Some included smaller lots with greater density while others included
larger lots with less density. All the developments included a gravity sanitary sewer system and most
include a sewer pumping station. We found the cost per lot to be between $1,200 and $5,500.
Discarding the lowest and highest cost, the range is $1,550 to $3,250 per lot with an average cost of
approximately $2,400 per lot.

Given the fact that a gravity sanitary sewer system instailed within Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2 would
require clearing of existing green space, removing and replacing existing roadways and driveways,
coordinating with existing underground utilities, and maintenance of traffic during construction, the cost
could be up to three (3) or four (4) times more expensive.

You mentioned alternative methods of providing sanitary sewer service that include low pressure and
vacuum systems. Talquin uses low-pressure systems to serve many areas; none of which are within the
Killearn service area. Low-pressure systems include a pressure (force) main instatled within the road
rights-of-way. Each lot uses a grinder pumping station to pump sewage into the force main. As more
and more sewage is introduced into the force main, the sewage makes its way to a common point of
discharge, typically to a central high volume pumping station.

Low pressure systems have a distinct advantage in that the lines are installed in a similar fashion to
water mains. Our experience indicates the force main installation could be approximately $800 to
$2,000 per lot, depending on the density of the area served and the size of the main needed. However,
the cost of the grinder pump station would be approximately $3,500 per lot in addition to the force main
installation cost making the total cost for a low pressure system range from $4,300 to $5,500 per lot.

The vacuum system is similar to a low-pressure system in that mains are installed within existing
roadway. However, the installation cost is slightly higher given the care needed to construct the main in
a special fashion not needed for other pressure piping installations. Additionally, special vacuum valves
and a vacuum station are needed to evacuate the pipeline. We understand this type system has many
installations in Florida. One in Englewood reportedly cost approximately $4,000 per lot to construct.

Given the three (3) methods of providing sanitary sewer, we estimate the cost to install the collection
systera could be as low as $6,000,000 to over $8,000,000 including the cost of individual grinder pumps

if a low pressure system were used. Obviously, a more detailed analysis of each alternative method is
needed to determine which alternative is the most feasible.

Not included in the collection system cost is the cost to expand the wastewater treatment plant facility.
The Killearn WWTF is currently permitted at 0.700 million gallons per day (mgd) with an average daily
flow of approximately 0.400 mgd. The existing plant capacity is committed to developments already
planned or under construction and does not include Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2.
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A wastewater treatment design standard of 350 gallons per day (gpd) is used for each residence served
by the sanitary sewer system. Serving Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2 would require an additional 427,000
gpd of plant capacity. We feel our site can accommodate enlarging the treatment plant for the additional
flow, but our disposal facility is limited. Therefore, more land is needed for disposal of the treated
effluent.

Generally, the current cost to serve an individual residence is approximately $3,500. This “system fee”
is charged to each and every residence requesting service and pays for the investment in the overall
facility including wastewater treatment, disposal, and master pumping stations within the collection
system. Therefore, the current cost to provide facility capacity for Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2-will be
approximately $4,300,000.

Given that less that one fourth of all the lots within Units 1 and 2 may not be developed, some
requirements to connect to the new system has to be considered. To operate and maintain sucha
massive system (in addition to our current commitments) will be costly. Having as few as a fourth of
the total available lots connected to the system would certainly increase our €xpenses on a per lot basis.
From our experience, those that have to pay a substantial portion of the cost to connect are less apt to if
their onsite system is operating adequately. It could puta financial strain on our existing members and

us if we have to carry the cost of this system expansion while awaiting future onsite system failures for
new customers.

* As you can see, the cost to serve Killearn Lakes Units 1 and 2 in its entirely could well exceed ten (10)
million dollars. A more precise cost cannot be determined until a detailed study is performed. We
appreciate your offer to assist us in this endeavor and look forward to further discussions on the matter.
In the meantime, please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or to arrange 2 meeting so we
can discuss moving forward.

Sincerely, _
TALQUIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

, raw ’
ey j [ 2
Timoth’j(ﬁ. Waddle, PE
Director of Water Services

ftw

cc:  Mark Stamp, TEC
Gary Stallons, General Manager, TEC
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2/3-2/3 Program

Process Description

Phase Activity Duration Potential Delays Additional Comment
Minimum Maximum
Homeawnars Initiate the 2/3's process with this reques! Now that 2
Prawminary Cost E I requests Prekmnary Cost Estimate N/A N/A WA single individual can request an estimate 10 refer 16 1N working with
nawghbors for supnort
. Prebmunary Cost are quite p ¥ arxl are typ: y based
PW Develop and ssue Preiminary Cost Estimate 2 Weeks € Weeks Statt WM‘T‘T“.‘V ';:": in delays in on a windshiald survey of the sile and many general assumpuons as to
staring 1he extent of work necessary to bring 4 rosd systam to County standards
- . . On more than ona occasion an astimate has been hald for several years
Pation Hameawners axecite P‘C""" "".'chn" ouements snd Wbma 0 5 puuies  Several Years L'Ck'm":“ﬂ? '"'.:I:'e“: "::1::::'“" and then used as ihe basis of a petition. Eslmales are typically not vakc
" ving Z(2 positive 119 sfier about 6 months
Stafl musi confirm thal signatures sre valid, the pedtion fomn is valid,
Courty ceviews Patton for conformily with regubations 2 Weeks 6 Weaks Statt wo "'““’.'r"‘i‘" resullindelaysm L ves property abuts the road section being considered and thal the
Sarling number of signeas equals or exceads the number teguired by law.
it Petiton i accepled, conboue 1o next step_ If nof, pettion is NIA NiA NA If & petilvon doss not maet the criteria described above, A 13 relumaed to
retumad Lo Homeowners fof cofrechon of further acten the submitimg individual for cormection.
Staff wordoad may result in delays in . . . .
v A presents vabdatod Petiion to Boad and requests preparing paperwork, Bosrt mesting Al this mesting tha Board considars he request 4 presenied in the
al Board Appraval ! 3 Waeks B Weeks . petition. if the Board a siaff to work with the
sutharizabon 1o scquite eascitisl ROW schedules vary during holwday and summer  right . .
penods and can resull in delays la pisce ¥ basic right of way inlo County P
This acinity is faciktated when (here is an HOA suthorized to transfer
. 1 L property and the property needad is ¢iearty defined as on a record plat. i
Timing of this ectivily is generally contralied w0\ oo naeded is in indnidual GWNership and there is N0 OGENIZatior
by those wha awn the ROW and thoi of tha owners, County staff must contact and ofigte with aach owner
Essential ROW Acqured from Homeowners by donation dWeeks  52Weeks  wilingness 10 cooperate with the procass. . " fhegaus oh
N Frequantly, the 1/3 of the ownarship wha did nal sign tha palition wik
;”':::fﬂ": M"":ﬂi”“"b;““’rm"""”“ 150 object and not cooperate al ai. I the property nasded is not defined
s Peraling.  |ugatty and must be surveyed 1o develop legal descriptions, this step may
be skipped until design s complels.
Staff atternpts to give owners Lime o
consider donation, ldentfication of the
First Pubke Hearing - Baard accepts ROW donations and paint in time whan furiher donations will not Al this medling the Board accepts into County cwnership proparties that
Formai Bosed Approval autharizes desion. purchasa of ROW, emmnent domain 3 Waeks 8 Weeks occur can delay iniation of thus slep. have been donated and suthorizes stalf 10 scquie remaining property by
suthority if needed and project development Board meeting schadubes vary dunng purchase of by emmment domain.
holiday and surmmer periods snd can result
in delays,
s
§ . Time requiramweit 15 dupendent on the Irl rAre OCCASIONS, CONSLAUGHION IMProvemants #ne Minimal and design is
Desi Contract tor Consultant 2Wi B W .
" Regotaon fof Desin oeks ks camplexity of he proposed projact. performed by County stalf
Projotdecgn s sccompabed xough W% Plams compleon. 5o weeks 52 Wesks | TTIC requiramentis dependent on the "m:::;" wark ta °°""": “c:‘:":",'y improvements wihin .
During tws addionet eds may be identified. project whila - =0
g i procest naeds may complexy of the proposed can fesult in unexpacted impacts to cost and property requicaments.
Construction Permabs for and Consultant works. with .
spphed & Wasks 12 Wi Tuna requiremant is dependant on the

parmit agencies for parmil asuance, Once msued,
Construction pian awe completad.

complaxity of the proposed project.
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Sec. 18-42. Penalties.

(a) Upon failure of any water or sewage dis-
posal system user to pay, when required, all au-
thorized charges, the use of such systems may be
discontinued. ‘

{b) Any person violating this article shall be
punished in accordance with section 1-9.

{¢) Any person may seek an injunction against
the violation of any provision of this article.
{Code 1980, § 22-1T7)

Sec. 18-43. Water franchise areas.

{a) The Board of County Commissioners hereby
reaffirms and grants water franchise areas to the
City of Tallahassee in an area or areas as specif-
ically designated on the attached Exhibit A, which
is adopted and incorporated into this ordinance by
reference hereto.

(5) The Board of County Commissioners hereby
reaffirms the granting of the water franchises to
various franchises other than the City of Talla-
hassee within the unincorporated areas of Leon
County, Florida, in their current configuration,
and in an area or areas as specifically designated
on the attached map, Exhibit A, which is adopted
and incorporated into this ordinance by reference
hereto. '

{c) Any and all other previously granted water
franchises and/or franchise areas claimed by pro-
viders which are not specifically set forth in the
Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and made a
part hereof, are specifically hereby repealed and
deleted in their entirety.

{d) The Board of County Commissioners of Leon
County, Florida, hereby cancels, rejects and/or re-
peals all previous service area or zone awards and
conflirms that there exists no other agreement,
either verbal or written, between Leon County
and any other party or parties which would affect
or grant such franchise areas or provide for the
restrictions, regulations, and/or procedures for the
use of such {ranchise areas.

te) All current franchises and applicants for fu-
ture [ranchise areas must fully comply with all
provisions set forth in sections 18-26 through
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18-60, Leon County Code of Laws, concerning such
franchises.

{Ord. No. 93-7, § 1, 4-27-93)
Sec. 18-44. Sewer franchise areas.

{a) The Board of County Commissioners hereby
reaffirms and grants sewer franchise areas to the
City of Tallahassee in an area or areas as specif-
ically designated on the attached map, Exhibit A,
which is adopted and incorporated into this ordi-
nance by reference hereto.

(b) The Board of County Commissioners hereby
reaffirms the granting of the sewer franchises to
various franchisees other than the City of Talla-
hassee within the unincorporated areas of Leon
County, Florida, in their current configuration,
and in an area or areas as specifically designated
on the attached map Exhibit A, which is adopted
and incorporated into this ordinance by reference
hereto.

{c) Any and all other previously granted sewer
franchises and/or franchise areas claimed by pro-
viders which are not specifically set forth in the
Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and made a
part hereof, are specifically hereby repealed and
deleted in their entirety.

{d) The Board of County Commissioners of Leon
County, Florida, hereby cancels, rejects and/or re-
peals all previous service area or zone awards and
confirms that there exists no other agreement,
either verbal or written, between Leon County
and any other party or parties which would affect
or grant such franchise areas or provide for the
restrictions, regulations, and/or procedures for the
use of such {ranchise areas.

te) All current franchisees and applicants for
future franchise areas must fully comply with all
provisions set forth in sections 18-26 through
18-60, Leon County Code of Laws concerning such
franchises.
(Ord. No. 93-8, § 1, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-45. Reserved.
DIVISION 2. IMPROVEMENTS

Sec. 18-4¢. Provisions cumulative.

This division is declared to provide an addi-
tional and supplemental remedy and shall not op-
erate to repeal any existing law.

(Ord. No. 936, § 2, 4-27-93)
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Sec. 18-47. Petition; generally.

Whenever two-thirds of the owners of two-thirds
of the property within a subdivision or residential
tract of property in the unincorporated area of the
county shall present to the Board of County Com-
missioners a petition signed by them requesting
that their properties be especially benefited by
the acquisition of additional right-of-way, utility
easements, or by the installation of a potable water
system or sanitary sewer system or any combina-
tion thereof, the Board of County Commissioners
shall consider such petition, and if the Board of
County Commissioners determines that the prop-
erties will be especially benefited to the extent of
the liens for such special improvements as is here-
inafter provided, it may approve the petition, order
such special improvements to be made and assess
liens equitably against the property for the cost of
such special improvements, together with ali ad-
ministrative and funding costs incurred in con-
nection therewith.

(Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-48. Notice to public; hearing.

Upon presentation of a petition under this ar-
ticle, the Board of County Commissioners shall
publish, at least once, in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county, a notice stating that at
a regular meeting of the Board of County Com-
missioners on a certain day and hour, to be held
at least ten days after the publication, the Board
of County Commissioners will hear all interested
persons on the special improvements proposed in
the petition. The notice shall state in general terms
a description of the proposed special improve-
ments, the locations, the estimated cost thereof,
and the description of the property specially ben-
efited against which the special assessment is to
be made. A copy of the notice shall be mailed by
certified mail to the record title holders of such
property at the address shown on the most recent
county property appraiser’s ad valorem tax assess-
ment rol], such notice to be mailed at least 14
days prior to the public hearing. At the time des-
ignated in the notice, the Board of County Com-
missioners shall hear all interested persons, and
may then or thereafter reject the petition, or order,
by resolution, all or any part of the special im-
provements sought by such petition as herein-
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above provided and the levy of the special assess-
ment lien upon the property specially benefited.
The resolution shall contain the description of the
property upon which the lien is imposed.

{Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-49. Special assessment roll.

Within such time as the Board of County Com-
missioners may determine following the comple-
tion of the special improvements and the determi-
nation of the total cost thereof, they shall prepare
a special improvement assessment roll containing
property descriptions and assessments of cost
against each lot or parcel of land abutting such
special improvement. Upon completion thereof, the
Board of County Commissioners shall publish, at
least once, in a newspaper of general circulation
in the county a notice stating that such special
improvement assessment roll has been completed
and is on file and open to public inspection in the
public works department. The notice shall further
state that at a regular meeting of the Board of
County Commissioners on a certain day and hour,
to be held at least ten days after the date of pub-
lication, the Board of County Commissioners will
hear all interested persons on the proposed assess-
ments. Such notice shall state in brief and gen-
eral terms a description of the special improve-
ments and the location thereof. At such hearing
or at a definite time thereafter to be announced at
such hearing, the Board of County Commissioners
shall by majority vote annul, sustain or medify, in
whole or in part, the special improvement assess-
ment roll according to the special benefits which
the Board of County Commissioners determines
each lot or parcel of land has received by virtue of
such special improvements.

(Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4.27-93)

Sec. 18-50. Special assessment lien: gener-
ally.

Immediately aflter the determination of the as-
sessments as hereinabove provided, the special im-
provement assessment roll, as sustained or mod-
ified, shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
Board of County Commissioners and such deter-
mination of assessments shall be {inal and con-
clusive, except as hereinafter provided. The Board
of County Commissioners shall adopt a resolution
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establishing the amount of the special improve-
ment assessment liens against all such lots or par-
cels of land in accordance with the final assess-
ment roll theretofore adopted, and authorizing the
issuance of special improvement lien certificates
as hereinafter provided. Such resolution shall in-
clude the legal description of each lot or parcel of
land subject to such special improvement assess-
ment lien, together with the amount of such lien
according to the special improvement assessment
roli. An executed copy of such resolution shall be
recorded in the public records of the county not
later than ten days after its adoption. Such reso-
lution shall also state that such assessment liens
are subject to modification in accordance with the
provisions of this article. Notice shall be given
that all such assessment liens shall become due
and payable at the office of the tax collector of the
county on a date to be determined by the Board.of
County Commissioners, which date shall not be
before 30 days after the recording of such resolu-
tion in the public records of the county. The
amount not paid within such period shall become
payable in equal annual installments for a period
of years, with interest at a rate, established by
the Board of County Commissioners at a public
hearing; provided, however, any assessment lien
becoming so payable in installments may be paid
at any time together with interest accrued thereon
as of the date of payment.

{Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27.93)

Sec. 18-51. Lien for preliminary costs when
improvements not constructed.

If prior to adopting the resolution establishing
the amount of the special improvement assess-
ment liens against benefited properties in accor-
dance with the final assessment roll, it is deter-
mined that the improvements shall not be
constructed, the incidental costs associated with
the preparation of the preliminary special improve-
ment assessment roll including preliminary and
other surveys, preparation of plans, specifications,
and estimates, printing and publishing of notice
and proceedings, authorization of lien certificates,
legal services, engineering and fiscal fees, ab-
stracts and any other expenses necessary or proper
in connection therewith, shall be assessed against
the lots which would have been improved if the
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improvements had been constructed. An assess-
ment roll assessing such costs on a pro rata basis
shall be prepared and, following a public hearing
in accordance with the notice provisions set forth
hereinabove, the Board of County Commissioners
shall adopt a resolution imposing liens against all
such lots or parcels and authorizing the issuance
of special lien certificates as hereinafter provided.
The lien for such costs shall be of the same nature
as set forth in Section 18-53, Leon County Code o

Laws. -
{Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-52. Acquisition costs of additional

right-of-way.

If to construct the improvement, it is necessary
to acquire additional rights-of-way or utility ease-
ments, which cannot be acquired by gift, bequest
or devise, the Board of County Commissioners is
hereby authorized to include in the costs assessed
against the benefited properties all costs of the
acquisition of such additional rights-of-way or ease-
ments, including but not limited to, land acquisi-
tion, interest, attorney’s fees and court costs.
{Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-53. Nature of lien.

All assessments for any special improvements
made under the provisions of this article shall
constitute liens upon the property especially im-
proved and assessed from the date of the [iling in
the public records of the county of the resolution
adopted by the Board of County Commissioners
imposing special improvement assessment liens,
and shall be of the same nature and to the same
extent as liens for general county taxes and be
collectible in the same manner with the same fees,
interest and penalties for default in payment, and
under the same provisions as to sale and forfei-
ture as apply to general county taxes. Collection
of such special improvement assessment liens with
such interest and penalties and with a reasonable
attorney's fee may also be made by foreclosure in
a court of equity, and it shall not be unlawful to
join in any such suit for foreclosure any one or
more lots or parcels of land, by whomsoever owned,
upon which such liens are delinquent, if assessed
for special improvements made under the provi-
sions of this article; provided that failure to pay
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any installment of principal or interest of any as-
sessment lien when such installment shall be-
come due shall, without notice or other proceed-
ings, cause all installments or principal remaining
to be forthwith due and payable with interest due
thereon at date of default; but if before the sale of
the property for delinquent assessment lien pay-
ments, the amount of such delinquency shall be
paid with all penalties, interest, costs and attor-
ney’s fees, further instaliments of principal shall
cease to become due and payable and shall be due
and payable at the times at which the same would
be due if no such default had occurred.

{Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-54. Sale of liens.

For the purpose of financing any of the special
improvements made under the provisions of this
division, the Board of County Commiissioners may
sell any or all of the special assessment liens as-
sessed against the property benefited. Such liens
shall be evidenced by special improvement lien
certificates signed by the Chairman of the Board
of County Commissioners and attested by its clerk
or deputy clerk. The clerk, as directed by the Board
of County Commissioners, may sell, dispose of or
assign any such certificate to any person offering
to buy same, such sale, however, to be made at not
less than par of the principal of such certificate or
certificates remaining then unpaid, together with
accrued interest accumulated and computed to
date of sale or assignment. All payments on such
lien certificates shall be made directly to the coun-
ty and the responsibility for enforcement of such
liens may be that of the holder of the certificate or
that of the Board of County Commissioners in the
manner provided herein, as determined by reso-
littion of the Board of County Commissioners. The
holders of such special improvement lien certifi-
cates may sue in their own name or on behalf of
the county to enforce such liens. Nothing in this
article shall be deemed to prohibit the Board of
County Commissioners from appointing an officer
of the county to serve as paying agent and/or reg-
istrar with respect to any special improvement
lien certificates issued pursuant hereto.

(Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-55. Labor and loans.

~ The Board of County Commissioners may fur-
nish the services, labor, material and equipment
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necessary for the special improvements to be made
or it may contract therefor with private parties.
The Board of County Commissioners is autho-
rized to borrow from any available source such
sums of money as are necessary to defray the en-
tire cost of such improvements; provided, howev-
er, the only security for such loan shall be the
assignment of the special improvement lien cer-
tificates to be issued for such special improve-
ments. -

-

.(Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Sec. 18-56, Error on special assessment roll.

In case of any omission, error or mistake in the
assessment roll, imposing special improvement as-
sessment liens, or in issuing special improvement
lien certificates the Board of County Commission-
ers may at any time correct such omission, error
or mistake by resclution, upon its own motion,
provided such correction does not impose a great-
er special improvement assessment lien on any
such lot or parcel of land. Any such correction
which increases any such improvement assess-
ment lien on any lot or parcel of land or which
adds any additional lot or parcels of land shall, in
the absence of written consent by the property
owners involved, be made only by reaccomplish-
ing each and every procedura! requirement of this
division subsequent to the occurrence of such omis-
sion, error or mistake. Such procedure shall be
required with regard only to those lots or parcels
for which a lien is increased or initially estab-
lished.

(Ord. No. 93-6, § 2, 4-27-93)

Secs. 18-57—18-60. Reserved.
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